
simsbury Garden Club  

Quarterly Newsletter 

march 2015 

Hey yew.…don’t pine….winter will end….plan now to spruce up your garden fir spring….. 

Note from the newsletter crew 

Another issue….hope it provides a hint of spring. Enjoy!  

--Barb Korzendorfer and Lea Anne Moran 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events                        

(See your yearbook and watch for e-blasts for more detailed information and locations)                                                      

Mon., Mar. 23rd  General meeting, Apple Barn, Herb Lunch, Lea Anne Moran, “Photography in the Garden” 
      (rescheduled from January) 

Sat., Apr. 11th       Hort trip: 32nd Annual Cactus Show, Waterbury, CT 

Mon., Apr. 20th    General meeting, Apple Barn, Kerry Ann Mendez, Extremely Low Maintenance Perennials 

Mon., Apr. 27th     Arrangers: “A Tisket, a Tasket” 

Tues., Apr. 28th    Hort trip: Brooklyn Botanical Gardens, Brooklyn, NY 

Mon., May 4th  New Member Tea…following the Board meeting (rescheduled) 

Fri., May 8th          Hort trip: Berkshire Botanical Gardens, Stockbridge, MA 

Fri., May 15th       General meeting, Simsbury Ice Rink, Business meeting and plant sale prep 

Sat., May 16th      PLANT SALE, Simsbury Ice Rink (drop off plants on Friday 9 AM) 

Wed. May 27th     Hort trip: Cedar Hill Cemetery, Hartford, CT 

TBA         Hort trip: Laurel Ridge Foundation Daffodil Festival, Litchfield, CT 

Tues., June 9th  Hort trip: Springwood, Bellefield Estate, Vanderbilt NPS, Hyde Park, NY 

Mon., June 15th General meeting, End of year picnic, Hill-Stead Sunken Garden, Farmington, CT 

 
And don’t forget to check out our website for lots of great information: 

www.simsburygardenclub.org 
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http://www.simsburygardenclub.org/


Check this out…..of the library 
Bringing nature home by douglas tallamy (2009) 

This book was donated to the Simsbury Library in memory of Camille Garitty in April 2014. 

In the spring, when birdies sing…and a 
young man’s fancy lightly turns to 
thoughts of love……no, wait….in the 
spring, a gardener’s thoughts turn to plant 
catalogs and nursery visits and plans for 
a beautiful garden…..yes, that’s it! 

Bringing Nature Home is a book to turn to when you are 
thinking about what to plant. Author Doug Tallamy has 
given us a blueprint for a garden that is beautiful and full 
of life because it focuses on native plants and preserving 
habitats. He explains how the plant choices we make 
directly affect the diversity of insect and animal life in our 
yards as well in our towns and on the planet.  

He goes on to provide lists of specific plants to encourage 
biodiversity—for example, did you know members of the 
oak family will support 5 times the number of Lepidoptera 

(butterfly) species compared to a beech? But beech, 
being native, is still preferable and will support more 
butterfly species than a non-native plant. Knowing this 
kind of information can help us make informed choices. 

As Mr. Tallamy states in the preface……Occasionally, we 
encounter a concept so obvious and intuitive that we 
have never thought to articulate it, so close to our noses 
that we could not see it, so entangled with our everyday 
experiences that we did not recognize it. The concept is 
this—the wild creatures we enjoy and would like to have 
in our lives will not be here in the future if we take away 
their food and the places they live. 

This is not only an interesting book to read, it is an 
important one.  

 

 

what’s Cooking?...nothing says spring like rhubarb 
Sandy’s Rhubarb Cake 

Crust: 
2 cups flour 
3/4 cup confectioner’s sugar 
1 cup butter or margarine [not light made with water 
because that will dilute the fat to the point that it will 
not set up right for the crust] 

Combine - either with a pastry knife or with the pulse 
setting in a food processor. Press into 10 x 15 jelly 
roll pan, and bake @ 350˚ for 15 minutes. 

Filling: 
4 eggs, beaten 
2 cups sugar (can be a bit less and/or mixed white 
and brown sugars) 
½ tsp salt 
½ cup flour 

Mix the above ingredients thoroughly; then add 
4 cups chopped rhubarb. Pour over the baked crust, 
and bake an additional 40 to 45 minutes. As you can 
imagine, this dessert can be topped with ice cream, 
whipped cream, etc.
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Easy Rhubarb Muffins 

½ cup canola oil    2 ½ cups flour (can mix white & whole wheat) 

2 eggs     1 tsp. baking powder 

1 ¼ cups brown sugar   ½  tsp. baking soda 

1 tsp. vanilla     1 ½ cups chopped rhubarb 

1 cup nonfat yogurt or buttermilk  Extras, if desired, nuts, seeds, raisins, bran twigs, etc. 

Combine flour, baking powder 

and baking soda. Set aside. 

Combine oil, eggs, sugar, yogurt, 

and vanilla. Add dry ingredients 

and mix until just blended. Add 

rhubarb and any extras. Use 

greased muffin pan. Bake 375˚ 

for 30 to 35 minutes till brown 

on top. Makes 10-12 muffins. 

http://www.recipetips.com/recipe-cards/t--2520/rhubarb-dessert.asp


out in the Garden—seasonal tips and information 

hints for GRowing rhubarb 

--Purchase plants from a nursery or better yet, ask someone you know for a plant or a part 
of one. (Varieties with more red in the stems are prettier, and often tastier.) 

--Divide roots in late winter or early spring. Dig up root, cut in half, and then replant. Each 
section should have at least one bud. If you have rhubarb, why not pot up a section for the 
Plant Sale? 

--Keep the roots well watered until they are growing again. 

--Pile on manure or compost early in spring—rhubarb plants are heavy feeders. 

--Give them full sun. 

--Space plants at least 3 feet apart. 

--It’s best not to harvest any rhubarb off your new plant for the first two years, so the roots can grow and gain in strength. 
After that, only harvest from these plants for about a month, then let them grow for the rest of the year. Starting the fourth 
summer, harvest can be extended to about two months. However, if the stalks become thin, stop harvesting. This means 
the plant is drained and needs to be allowed to build up strength again. 

--Pull out seed stalks—right down to the roots—as soon as you can. If allowed to grow, seed stalks will sap a lot of energy 
from the plant. 

--Harvest the edible stalks by grabbing the stalk close to the base, yanking to one side, then the other side. It should break 
off right at the base.  Do not cut it off, as it will rot. 

--Discard the leaves in the trash (not the compost pile). They are poisonous. 

--Wash the stalks and cut them into one-inch pieces, cutting off the very bottom of the stalk. At this point they can be used 
or put into bags and frozen for future use. 

--Victoria is a particularly nice variety. 

 

Forcing Branches: Bringing Spring Inside 
by Lea Anne Moran 

Are you tired of seeing nothing but snow outside your window? Will spring ever arrive, you might 

be asking yourself. I know it will get here eventually, it always does. Why not try bringing a little 

of it inside while you wait for warmer days? Forcing branches from flowering shrubs or trees is a 

great way to do just that. 

It's an easy process to force branches from spring flowering shrubs or trees you might have in 

your yard. All you need to know is which plants to use, when to cut them and how to prepare 

them for forcing. Flowering shrubs need at least six weeks of dormancy in cold temperatures 

before their buds will produce blooms successfully. This means that some plants will be ready 

for forcing as early as January. Some plants need a longer dormancy period, but should be 

ready to cut in February or March, just when we need a taste of spring.  
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http://emergencypreparedness.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/RHUBARB-PLANT.jpg


How to Force Branches to Flower 

Many gardeners prune their woody plants in the winter months, and this is an ideal time to gather branches to bring inside 

for forcing. Any woody, deciduous shrub that blooms in early spring is a good choice. Choose a day that is above freezing, 

so that the branches are more pliable and will adjust better when they make the shift to warm indoor temperatures. 

Select branches that are less than one-half inch in diameter, with lots of plump buds. Cut them just above an outward-facing 

bud. If the branches are larger than one-half inch in diameter, cut into the base of the stem to allow water to absorb. When 

you get inside, cut the stems once more an inch or two above the original cut (or to the desired length) at a 45˚ angle and 

place the branches in a container with about 3 inches of tepid water and add a floral preservative. If you don't have a floral 

preservative, you can make your own with 1 tablespoon of Listerine or 1 tablespoon of lemon-lime soda per quart of water. 

Keep in mind that you want to create the conditions the plant would have outside in spring, so set them in a place where 

temperatures are about 50 to 60 degrees, out of direct sun, and keep them moist by misting frequently. In about 2 to 3 

weeks, you should have a wonderful touch of spring inside.  

One tip for longer blooms indoors: cut several branches, force a few at a time. Keep a bunch in a cooler place like a porch 

or garage, and bring them in to warmer temperatures over a few weeks.  

           

 

Signs of Spring 

Songbirds start singing 

Pansies appear at the grocery store…also peepers start peeping 

Red maples are the first trees to show signs of budding…also robins and red-winged blackbirds return 

Insects become active 

Noticeably longer days, especially after we change the clocks! 

Galanthus nivalis (snowdrops) are blooming
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Best Choices for Forcing  

(listed according to the earliest month for forcing) 

January: Cornelian cherry (Cornus mas), Forsythia; Fothergilla; Witch hazel (Hamamelis) 

Early February: Bradford pear (Pyrus calleryana 'Bradford'), Cherries (Prunus) 

Late February-March: Eastern redbud (Cercis canadensis), Lilacs (Syringa), Magnolias, PJM rhododendron, 

Quinces (Chaenomeles), Red maple (Acer rubrum), Serviceberry (Amelanchier), Willows - for catkins (Salix) 



ARRANGERS. Valentine’s Day arrangements for senior 

members (above) and an assortment of monochromatic 

arrangements (left). Upper left by Sara Batchelder; upper right 

by Jane Hannah; lower left by Beth Finnance; lower right by 

Carol Bingham. 

Wow—That Was Fun!  
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HORT TRIP to Magic Wings in South Deerfield, Massachusetts.  

In the group photo: Robin Schofield, Peggy Anderson, Melissa Urda,  

Marlene Snecinski, Lea Anne Moran, Janet Fischer, Becky Kreczko, Gail Coolidge. 

Butterflies are attracted to bright colors so wear something colorful if you visit. 



 
 

 

 

Focus on an upcoming Hort Trip— 

32nd Annual Cactus Show 

A particularly interesting type of cactus is Echinocereus, commonly known 

as Hedgehog cactus. Echinocereus is a genus that is much loved by 

cactus growers world-wide. Several characteristics collectively account for 

their popularity. All Echinocereus are small plants that are quite suitable for 

growing in pots and greenhouses—most are under a foot in height and 

perhaps 2 or 3 inches in diameter. In the wild, some species may form 

large mounds of many hundreds of stems, but this takes many years. The 

spines, arranged in ribs, show a wide variety of types. Most hedgehogs 

have evenly distributed, moderately sized spines, while others are nearly 

spineless. The group also includes some species with the fiercest and most dramatic spines of any cactus. 

Aside from being a cultivation-friendly size, Echinocereus have some of 

the most brilliant flowers of the cactus family. They range in color from 

electric-pink to deep scarlet to translucent browns and greens and even 

bright yellow. Many species feature two-toned flowers with one color 

toward the center and another color on the outer parts of the flower. 

The flowers can be 3 inches or more in diameter and feature spiny 

floral tubes.  

In the wild, Echinocereus range from as far north as South Dakota and south through most of Mexico. They inhabit a wide 

range of habitats growing under Ponderosa forests to coastal plains; from low elevation deserts to mountainsides of 8,000 

feet or more. There can be a tremendous amount of variation within species, and this can make identification especially 

tricky in some instances.                                       Look for hedgehogs at the Annual Cactus Show on April 11th !! 

 

Happy Spring from Lea Anne and Barb…. 

aka the Newsletter Crew 

 

Photo taken while we were enjoying some Arizona sunshine! 
 
 
 

 

SPECIAL EVENT—FOOD AND FLOWERS 

Tuesday, March 24. 11 am to 2 pm. Pond House Café 

Sandra Lamo, owner of A Special Place Floral Design Studio, and  

Louis Lista, owner of the Pond House Café, will demonstrate creative 

use of flowers and food for tablescapes and parties 

COST: $45 ($25 of which is donated back to the Simsbury Garden Club) 

(includes lunch) 
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Cactus pictured above is Engelmann’s hedgehog 

(just planted in my Tucson garden). I’m told the 

flowers are a shade of magenta. Hope I will get 

to see it bloom some day! 


